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cqrdingly renewed his overtures; but the king, inceniecl at his former eqnl-
vocal conduct, would not cordially liffcen to his ,oifers3 and opened a ne-
gotiation with the court..of Vienna and "the States. General tor a ieparate de-
fenliye alliance. In- confequence of thefe refolutions, the ancient alliance
with the United Provinces was renewed at Weftminfter on the i6th of Fe-
bruary and'" a new defenfive treaty with the Emperor on the 251,11 of May;
and the Britifli cabinet informed the regent, that the departure of the Pre-
tender to the other fide of the Alps, was an indifpenfable preliminary, in
vain France attempted to prevent the union of the three powers, by offering
to conclude a defenfive alliance with Great Britain and the United Provinces,
and in cafe of a war with the Emperor, to oblerve a neutrality in the Low
Countries, The infidioufnefs of this propofal, did not efcape the obferva-
tion of Townihend, who, in a letter to Horace Walpole, reprobated it as
chimerical and full.-of delufion *, and eipreiled a determination to form
fuch alliances with the Emperor and the States General., as would let the
French fee, that if they had a mind to fall out with one of them, they would
certainly bring the reft into the quarrel.

Thefe vigorous rneafiaresalarmed the regent; and induced him now to court,
with zeal and fincerity, the friendfliip of England. Stair availed himfelf of
thefe favourable fentiments, to promote the fuccefs of the negotiation. But
his addrefs, and the influence which he had gained over the regent, gave
umbrage to Torcy, d'Huxelles, and the French minifters who were averfe to
the treaty 5 and they had intereft ftifficient to have the negotiation transferred

* Letter from Townihend to Horace Wai-
pole, ^7th December 1715. Walpole Papers. -

" This morning the three mails, which
came in from Holland, brought me ycur letters
of the a)th and 3ifb N. S. which I have read
to his raajefty, ^ho was glad to fee that the
French, ambafiador /was difappointed in his
hopes-of the great effects his propofai of neu-
trality for the Auftrian Low, Countries, in cafe
of a war, would have in Holland. Indeed the
project feems fo chimerical, and is fo full'of
delufion, that It was hardly fit to be ferioufly
offered by one, or received by the other. And
none but France, who is ufed to contrive fuch
amufing fchemes, could pretend to propofe to
ffcipulate with a third power, a neutrality for
the dominions belonging to another, who may
not cbnfent to it. For what could fuch a
convention between the Dutch and the French
iignify, if the emperor, who is nnafter of the
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country, ihonld not think it for his intereft to
inind it ? Methinks \ve are giving opportunities
to France to play over the lame game they did
after the peace of Ryfwick, when the terrible
appreLeniions of a new war, made us and the
Dutch run into the meafures of the Partition
Treaty, which was believed might be a won-
derful prefervative againft a jvar, but in effecl",
proved the fource, and the chief occafion of it.
We here, the States may be lure, fliall not be
fond, to engage in a new war, who feel the ef-
fe&s of one at prefent in our bowels; Jet us,
therefore, keep to our old maxims, and unite
flrongly together. The way to avoid a war,
is not to be much afraid of one, and to form
Tuch an union,among the allies, as to lef the
French fee, that if they have a mind to fall out
with one of us, they will certainly bring all the
reft into the quarrel."1                                           .                                                          (                                                               '',,',' ,"'1      -
